
Illinois Coalition For A Moratorium on Fracking  

Position Statements: 
 
(Documentation for these statements can be found below and at http://www.dontfractureillinois.net/) 

 

A ban on fracking would be the safest approach to protect the health and well-being of Illinois residents and our 

environment long-term, but a moratorium with a science-based investigative task force and public hearings are reasonable 

first steps. SB 1418, Hydraulic Fracturing Ban, includes a moratorium with a 2 year investigative task force, and represents 

the middle ground between a full ban and industry-sponsored regulations which are premature, insufficient, and 

unenforceable. 

 

Our coalition members are very concerned about the health and environmental effects of a relatively new technology for oil 

and gas extraction – high volume, high pressure, horizontal hydraulic-fracturing, commonly known as “fracking”. Fracking 

is an inherently unsafe method of drilling for natural gas and oil. 

 

Documented harmful effects of fracking include: 
 

--usage of enormous amounts of fresh water, (hundreds of billions of gallons, depending on how many wells they drill), 

farmers will lose out to frackers in the fight for water, (they already have in CO). Scientists are saying that our drought is 

not going to go away anytime soon, it is part of the climate change future for Illinois. 

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=an-incredibly-detailed-map-shows-th-2013-01 

Water levels are now at historic lows in the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River. 

Let’s keep water in Illinois for farming and not for fracking! 

 

--contaminated drinking and groundwater, www.gaslandthemovie.com 

 

--produces enormous amount of hazardous waste water (flowback) that contains toxic and radioactive elements. 

Fracking will use many hundreds of billions of gallons of our fresh water and return billions of gallons of toxic chemical-

laden waste water, up to 50% of which has been found to be radioactive. This should be disposed of as hazardous waste, but 

the industry has no plans for doing so. http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2012/09/03/gas-well-waste-full-of-

radium.html 

 

--gas seepage into homes and blowouts of homes, barns, water wells and fracking wells 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/04/20/pennsylvania-fracking-spill-gas-blowout-2011_n_851637.html 

 

--air pollution with VOCs, methane and diesel from excessive truck traffic and compressors 

http://articles.latimes.com/2012/mar/20/local/la-me-gs-fracking-increases-air-pollution-health-risks-to-residents-20120320 , 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/04/18/epa-fracking-regulations-obama_n_1434524.html (The EPA has given frackers 

two years, from Spring 2012, to employ technology to reduce emissions of smog- and soot-forming pollutants. The EPA will 

require drillers to burn off gas in the meantime, an alternative that can release smog-forming nitrogen oxides. Industry 

groups have pushed hard for the delay, saying the equipment to reduce pollution at the wellhead was not readily 

available.) 

 

--Even With New Federal Air Regs, Health Consequences from Air Contamination Near Fracking Sites Will Not 

Stop: Earthworks: Sources of Oil and Gas Air Pollution 

http://www.earthworksaction.org/issues/detail/sources_of_oil_and_gas_air_pollution#.USLAU2dZDm5                               

A variety of air contaminants are emitted throughout the oil and gas development process, and these compounds are 

released from a number of sources: Blowouts, Condensate tanks, Construction activity, Dehydrators, Engines, Flaring, 

Fugitive emissions, Pits, Vehicles, Venting 

 
 --Colorado School of Public Health: Study Shows Air Emissions Near Fracking Sites May Have Serious Health Im-

pacts     http://attheforefront.ucdenver.edu/?p=2546    “Our results show that the non-cancer health impacts from air emis-

sions due to natural gas development is greater for residents living closer to wells,” the report said. “That’s due to exposure 

to trimethylbenzenes, aliaphatic hydrocarbons, and xylenes, all of which have neurological and/or respiratory effects.”  “We 

also calculated higher cancer risks for residents living nearer to the wells as compared to those residing further [away],” the 

report said. “Benzene is the major contributor to lifetime excess cancer risk from both scenarios.” 
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--gas flaring, (flaring in North Dakota increases by about 20 per cent the greenhouse gas emissions 

resulting from the state’s oil production, refining and transport, compared with the US 

average) http://www.cnbc.com/id/100412356/Shale_Gas_Boom_Now_Visible_From_Space 

 

--significant amounts of methane are leaked directly into the atmosphere. Methane has been found to leak from up to 

50% of the wells over time, contributing greatly to global warming. How much methane leaks during the entire life cycle of 

unconventional gas has emerged as a key question in the fracking debate. Natural gas is mostly methane (CH4). Methane is 

a far more potent greenhouse gas than (CO2) — 25 times more potent over a century and 72 to 100 times more potent over 

a 20-year period. A new study by NOAA found that 9% of the methane produced by fracking in Utah leaks directly into the 

atmosphere. Anything over 3% is a climate catastrophe – worse than burning coal. 

 

"Bridge To Nowhere? NOAA Confirms High Methane Leakage Rate Up To 9% From Gas Fields, 

Gutting Climate Benefit" http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2013/01/02/1388021/bridge-to-nowhere-noaa-confirms-high-

methane-leakage-rate-up-to-9-from-gas-fields-gutting-climate-benefit/ 

 

Bill McKibben of www.350.org has said that, “We have to actually start leaving carbon in the ground. If we follow the 

business plans of the Oil and Natural Gas companies, then the planet tanks.” His “Global Warming's Terrifying New 

Math” article in Rolling Stone last year lays it all out for us, http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/global-warmings-

terrifying-new-math-20120719 

 

--earthquakes, have been documented by the USGS to be caused by the fracking itself as well as by the disposal into 

injection wells of millions of gallons of toxic waste water. These are very real seismic concerns, proven in Ohio, Arkansas 

and Oklahoma. The USGS reports that our fault lines (New Madrid, Wabash) in Southern Illinois are some of the most 

unstable in the country. http://www.ewg.org/analysis/usgs-recent-earthquakes-almost-certainly-manmade 

“EARTHQUAKES: N.Y. shouldn't discount drilling-related quakes”, 

http://www.eenews.net/public/energywire/2013/01/31/1, Northeast Ohio rocked by 11th earthquake linked to Youngstown 

injection wells, http://www.ohio.com/news/local-news/northeast-ohio-rocked-by-11th-earthquake-linked-to-youngstown-

injection-wells-1.252977 

 

--risks to livestock and wildlife. “Impacts of Gas Drilling on Human and Animal Health” 

http://barnettshalehell.wordpress.com/2012/01/08/impacts-of-gas-drilling-on-human-and-animal-health/ 

 

--fracking in our Shawnee National Forest. Fracking might destroy our natural habitat and impact greatly on recreation 

and tourism. http://thesouthern.com/news/opinion/editorial/guest/get-facts-on-plan-for-shawnee-national-

forest/article_ee8084ee-b417-11e1-a5df-001a4bcf887a.html 

 

--negative impacts to our important industries such as tourism, wine making and farming. The full scale 

industrialization of our rural lands, with pipelines, compressors, drill rigs and heavy truck traffic will have negative 

consequences on other rural industries. 

 

--false job claims by the industry are not panning out in other states. 
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/reports/exposing-the-oil-and-gas-industrys-false-jobs-promise/  Even the Republican 

Governor of Ohio has complained recently that the industry promised jobs, and never delivered. “Gov. Kasich: No Ohioans 

filling jobs in Ohio oil fields” http://www.vindy.com/news/2012/dec/11/gov-kasich-few-ohioans-filling-jobs-in-o/ 

 

--risks to workers.  “Fracking Exposes Workers to High Levels of Silica and Other Health Hazards”  The national 

AFL-CIO has sent an official letter of concern regarding high death rates and health risks, including chemical and silica 

exposure, specific to hydraulic fracturing workers, to various national agencies.  http://www.aflcio.org/Blog/Political-

Action-Legislation/Fracking-Exposes-Workers-to-High-Levels-of-Silica-and-Other-Health-Hazards 

 

Many research projects to date have warned about fracking: The Congressional House Energy and Commerce Committee, 

the Riverkeepers, Cornell University, the Environmental Working Group, the Penn Environment Research and Policy Center, 

Duke University, Endocrine Disruption Exchange, Propublica, Food and Water Watch, New York State and many State 

agencies around the country and the EPA. Most of the science (not sponsored by industry) is negative against allowing 

fracking to move forward. http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/tools-and-resources/the-case-for-a-ban-on-gas-

fracking/ 
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There is a broad base of support for a Moratorium. In the last session SB 3280 had a similar amendment, which garnered 7 

Senate co-sponsors and 36 in the House. Unfortunately it was not brought up for a vote in the lame duck session. 

 

--3 Southern Illinois counties have signed letters in support of a moratorium on fracking (Jackson, Union, and Hardin) 

–2 municipalities have already banned it (Carlyle and Alto Pass). 

--City of Carbondale has also passed a strong resolution in support of a moratorium on fracking. 

--Village of Oak Park passed a voter referendum (with 83% of the vote, representing over 21,000 voters) calling on the 

Village to refrain from purchasing electricity generated from frack gas.  

 

The legislators will say, "We tried a moratorium in the Fall and we just could not get the votes." This is a misleading 

statement! Nothing seems to pass in the fall sessions of the General Assembly. We only had the moratorium attached to 

SB3280 on the last day of Spring session, 2012. We clearly have not given it enough time. 

 

There are discussions going on right now in the General Assembly about an industry backed regulatory bill. 

We believe that this regulatory bill is already proving to be premature, insufficient and unenforceable. 

 

1) Premature: the country is waiting for the results of several scientific studies to be concluded, 

  

---the water issues--the EPA is engaging the industry on the water scarcity and quality issues and a report is due out 2014. 

This is especially important since the oil and gas industry is misusing our water supplies at a time when we face increasing 

droughts that are also associated with climate change. At a recent industry conference—the first “summit” of the oil, gas and 

water industry. Some big numbers about the ongoing use of water resources were exposed. An official from Aquatech BV 

said that 2.4 trillion gallons of produced water (i.e. polluted water) are generated from oil and gas operations in the U.S. 

each day, and in the rest of the world, another 5.7 trillion gallons of produced water are generated each day—adding up to a 

total daily volume of 8.1 trillion gallons of polluted water. This is enough to cover the entire area of the United States 3 feet 

deep every year. The volume of produced water is increasing at a rate of 8 percent annually according to an official at GE 

Power. http://www.ohio.com/blogs/drilling/ohio-utica-shale-1.291290/some-unhappy-with-environmental-defense-fund-

1.330712 

 

---the health issues--University of Penn and John Hopkins--due out this Spring,  

"Taking a Harder Look at Fracking and Health" . 

http://green.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/01/21/taking-a-harder-look-at-fracking-and-health/ 

"Some five years after the controversial combination of fracking and horizontal drilling in the gas-rich Marcellus Shale in 

Pennsylvania and surrounding states got under way, a team of toxicologists from the University of Pennsylvania is leading a 

national effort to study the health effects of fracking. The university’s Center of Excellence in Environmental Toxicology 

has organized a working group with researchers at other top universities including Columbia, Johns Hopkins and the 

University of North Carolina to investigate and analyze reports of nausea, headaches, breathing difficulties and other ills 

from people who live near natural gas drilling sites, compressor stations or waste water pits..." 

 

---the methane leakage issue--NOAA and Univ of Colorado recently released data showing some wells are leaking 4-9%. 

This suggests that Fracking is “Dirtier than Coal” for the Climate Crisis issue. More studies are planned, nine natural gas 

companies, including Shell Oil Co., will join researchers at the University of Texas, Duke University, Harvard University 

and Boston University to conduct five studies to measure methane leakage rates across the natural gas supply chain, 

according to a UT Austin spokeswoman, this study is set to be completed in Dec 2013. 

 

"Bridge To Nowhere? NOAA Confirms High Methane Leakage Rate Up To 9% From Gas Fields, Gutting Climate 

Benefit" http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2013/01/02/1388021/bridge-to-nowhere-noaa-confirms-high-methane-leakage-

rate-up-to-9-from-gas-fields-gutting-climate-benefit/ "Researchers with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration (NOAA) have reconfirmed earlier findings of high rates of methane leakage from natural gas fields. If these 

findings are replicated elsewhere, they would utterly vitiate the climate benefit of natural gas, even when used to switch off 

coal.” 

 

2) Insufficient, They are trying to regulate an industry and a practice that is not fully studied yet, and an industry that is 

cutting corners and blocking regulations in every state where they operate already. The Industry here in IL has already said 

“No” to treating the possibly radioactive, toxic, arsenic, mercury and chemical laden, salty flow back water as hazardous 

waste. They are blocking full protections for air pollution mitigation. And they are not allowing "local control"--this would 

allow counties to pass bans or limit the scope of the fracking operations within their jurisdictions. What else will the 

Industry cut corners on and fight about? We have a long Spring session of the GA ahead. We are not hopeful that the 

industry will leave any significant regulations intact through this process! 
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3) Unenforceable: What army of regulators is going to go out to thousands of wells to make sure they are not: 

 

--dumping, (we have videos of the Industry dumping the toxic waste water directly into streams in PA and in Ohio, Hard 

Rock Excavating got caught dumping 20,000 gallons of toxic and potentially radioactive fracking waste into a storm drain 

that empties into a tributary of the Mahoning River in Youngstown OH), http://ecowatch.org/2013/dumping-fracking-

wastewater/ 

 

--spilling (we have videos of whistle blowers within the industry saying they spilled the toxic chemicals many times, 

sometimes into streams, on the land, there has even been truck wrecks where these chemicals have been spilled. 

http://www.texassharon.com/2012/01/22/shale-gas-drilling-worker-blows-whistle-on-fracking/ 

 

--pouring the well casings improperly, this leads to significant release of methane. 

 

--leaking methane and other chemicals from other places than the well casings (you cannot control the release of 

methane via an uncontrollable process like fracking, it is finding its way up into people's homes, into the streams, into the 

mud, into the drinking wells.) 

 

The IL DNR is poorly funded, understaffed and irresponsible. Penni Livingston of SAFE, (Southern Illinoisans Against 

Fracturing Our Environment) takes the IL DNR to court repeatedly for not enforcing regulations that are already on the 

books. Why would fracking be monitored any better than their miserable record on monitoring other important 

environmental issues? Without enforcement, regulations are worthless and water, land and air will end up being 

contaminated. (In Ohio there is one enforcement staffer for every 2000 oil and gas wells and they cannot keep up. In PA 

there are 37 inspectors to 64,939 active wells, regulatory oversight is essentially impossible, thus 666 environmental health 

and safety violations were reported in 2011.) http://projects.propublica.org/gas-drilling/states/OH 

 

Bans on Fracking around the World: 
Ireland-full ban, Bulgaria-full ban, France-full ban, Denmark-Moratorium and review until 2016, Canada-Quebec ban and 

Canada as a whole is examining its position on fracking closely, http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/story/2013/02/04/pol-

environment-commissioner-report.html?cmp=rss, Germany-a ban almost passed this fall, they are now reviewing stringent 

regulations, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/02/11/fracking-germany_n_2660473.html?utm_hp_ref=world&amp, 

Poland-fracking has slowed, under more scrutiny, Australia-banned BTEX, (benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and xylenes.) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydraulic_fracturing_by_country. 

US-VT full ban, NY Moratorium and review, NJ is looking to pass another Moratorium this year, last year the Gov. vetoed it, 

http://www.njspotlight.com/stories/13/02/03/fracking-ban-doesn-t-go-far-enough-for-environmentalists/ 

 

We are asking the Illinois Legislators to slow this fracking frenzy down. We are asking them to look at the science, and vote 

“Yes” for a Moratorium with a Science-Based Investigative Task Force, SB 1418, and say 

“No” to regulations that are premature, insufficient and unenforceable. 

 

Thank you, 

Dr. Lora Chamberlain 

drlora2@yahoo.com 

773-486-7660 

Stop the Frack Attack On IL 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Stop-the-Frack-Attack-On-Illinois/268935586539940 

The Illinois Coalition For A Moratorium on Fracking 

www.dontfractureillinois.net 
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Additional Resources: 

The Case for a Ban on Gas Fracking—a very comprehensive list of research that has already been done on Fracking 
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/tools-and-resources/the-case-for-a-ban-on-gas-fracking 
 

Pennsylvania Alliance For Clean Water and Air-List of the Harmed by Fracking, 804 families and growing  
http://pennsylvaniaallianceforcleanwaterandair.wordpress.com/the-list/ 
 

5 Reasons Natural Gas Won’t Be an Environmental and Economic Savior: We aren’t going to be able to drill our 

way out of the climate crisis without creating an even bigger mess in the process. January 10, 2013 

http://www.alternet.org/fracking/5-reasons-natural-gas-wont-be-environmental-and-economic-

savior?akid=9914.35709.EzHHp5&rd=1&src=newsletter774825&t=3&paging=off 
 

Frackonomics: Debunking the Financial Myths of Fracking 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robin-madel/frackonomics-debunking-myths_b_1586598.html 
 

USGS: Recent Earthquakes “Almost Certainly Manmade”--Report Implicates Oil and Natural Gas Drilling 
http://www.ewg.org/analysis/usgs-recent-earthquakes-almost-certainly-manmade 
 

Studies Link Earthquakes to Wastewater from Fracking http://www.technologyreview.com/news/508151/studies-link-

earthquakes-to-wastewater-from-fracking/ 
 

Gas Patch Roulette: How Shale Gas Development Risks Public Health in Pennsylvania, 

http://www.earthworksaction.org/issues/detail/public_health_and_gas_development#.UQgw1md3Fpg 
 

Natural Gas Flowback: How the Texas Natural Gas Boom Affects Health and Safety, 

http://www.earthworksaction.org/library/detail/natural_gas_flowback#.UQgxoGd3Fpg 
 

EcoWatch's great Fracking blog for up to date info http://ecowatch.org/p/energy/fracking-2/ 
 

Fracking and the Food System http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/briefs/fracking-and-the-food-system/ 
 

Fracking Our Food Supply http://www.thenation.com/article/171504/fracking-our-food-supply# 
 

Fracking: The New Global Water Crisis http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/tools-and-resources/fracking-the-new-

global-water-crisis/ 
 

An Incredibly Detailed Map Shows the Potential of Global Water Risks 

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=an-incredibly-detailed-map-shows-th-2013-01 
 

The EPA Is Letting Energy Companies Pollute Our Drinking Water 

http://www.motherjones.com/environment/2012/12/epa-water-aquifer-drilling-fracking-waste 
 

U.S. Energy Insecurity: Why Fracking for Oil and Natural Gas Is a False Solution 

http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/reports/us-energy-insecurity/ 
 

Exposing the Oil and Gas Industry’s False Jobs Promise for Shale Gas Development: How Methodological Flaws 

Grossly Exaggerate Jobs Project http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/reports/exposing-the-oil-and-gas-industrys-false-

jobs-promise/ 
 

How New York State Exaggerated Potential Job Creation from Shale Gas Development 

http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/reports/how-new-york-state-exaggerated-potential-job-creation/ 
 

New Yorkers Deliver Unprecedented 200K+ Comments on Cuomo’s Fracking Rules--

http://ecowatch.org/2013/comments-ny-fracking-rules/ 
 

Shale Gas Boom Now Visible From Space (about flaring) 
http://www.cnbc.com/id/100412356/Shale_Gas_Boom_Now_Visible_From_Space 
 

Global Warming's Terrifying New Math-Three simple numbers that add up to global catastrophe - and that make 

clear who the real enemy is http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/global-warmings-terrifying-new-math-20120719 
 

Gas Rush Stories, part 10: Germans http://vimeo.com/50178409 
 

Investors Push Back on Fracking http://www.fool.com/investing/general/2013/02/05/investors-push-back-on-

fracking.aspx 

http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/tools-and-resources/the-case-for-a-ban-on-gas-fracking
http://www.alternet.org/fracking/5-reasons-natural-gas-wont-be-environmental-and-economic-savior?akid=9914.35709.EzHHp5&rd=1&src=newsletter774825&t=3&paging=off
http://www.alternet.org/fracking/5-reasons-natural-gas-wont-be-environmental-and-economic-savior?akid=9914.35709.EzHHp5&rd=1&src=newsletter774825&t=3&paging=off
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robin-madel/frackonomics-debunking-myths_b_1586598.html
http://www.ewg.org/analysis/usgs-recent-earthquakes-almost-certainly-manmade
http://www.technologyreview.com/news/508151/studies-link-earthquakes-to-wastewater-from-fracking/
http://www.technologyreview.com/news/508151/studies-link-earthquakes-to-wastewater-from-fracking/
http://www.earthworksaction.org/issues/detail/public_health_and_gas_development#.UQgw1md3Fpg
http://www.earthworksaction.org/library/detail/natural_gas_flowback#.UQgxoGd3Fpg
http://ecowatch.org/p/energy/fracking-2/
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/briefs/fracking-and-the-food-system/
http://www.thenation.com/article/171504/fracking-our-food-supply
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/tools-and-resources/fracking-the-new-global-water-crisis/
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/tools-and-resources/fracking-the-new-global-water-crisis/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=an-incredibly-detailed-map-shows-th-2013-01
http://www.motherjones.com/environment/2012/12/epa-water-aquifer-drilling-fracking-waste
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/reports/us-energy-insecurity/
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/reports/exposing-the-oil-and-gas-industrys-false-jobs-promise/
http://www.foodandwaterwatch.org/reports/exposing-the-oil-and-gas-industrys-false-jobs-promise/
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/global-warmings-terrifying-new-math-20120719
http://ecowatch.org/2013/comments-ny-fracking-rules/
http://ecowatch.org/2013/comments-ny-fracking-rules/
http://www.cnbc.com/id/100412356/Shale_Gas_Boom_Now_Visible_From_Space
http://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/global-warmings-terrifying-new-math-20120719
http://vimeo.com/50178409
http://www.fool.com/investing/general/2013/02/05/investors-push-back-on-fracking.aspx
http://www.fool.com/investing/general/2013/02/05/investors-push-back-on-fracking.aspx

